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New Administrators Announced for Two Asheville City Schools  

 
Superintendent Dr. Denise Patterson is pleased to announce two new Asheville City Schools 
administrative assignments for the 2018-2019 School Year. After a comprehensive search and 
extensive interview process, we are excited to welcome our new leaders.  
 

 
IRA B. JONES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

 
 
Mr. Kiffin Queen has been selected as the new Assistant Principal of Ira B. Jones Elementary 
School, where he’s looking forward to “learning more about cultures with [his] new Global 
Scholars.”  
 
He has been in education for 12 years, having most recently served as the Lead Teacher of 
Haywood County’s Meadowbrook Elementary School.  During his time at Meadowbrook, Queen 
was the curriculum coordinator and facilitated the elementary school’s testing process.  He has 
also served as the Assistant Principal of Waynesville Middle School and Lead Teacher of 
Junaluska Elementary School.  
 
Queen began his educational career in 2005 as an Exceptional Children’s teacher at Jonathan 
Valley Elementary School.  While in the classroom, he was responsible for preparing and 
implementing lessons based upon the needs of his students.  His dedication to their academic 
growth earned him the title of Teacher of the Year in 2009-2010. 
 
“My educational philosophy is rooted in the success of every student,” said Queen.  As a teacher, 
“I worked with students with learning disabilities and catered each decision and lesson towards 
their academic growth.  Now, as an administrator, I continue to set student expectations high 
because I know they can reach them.  I believe any child can not only learn but be successful.”  
  



Queen earned a bachelor’s degree in Special Education from Western Carolina University as 
well as his master’s degree in Elementary Education from Montreat College.  He also received 
his Post Master’s Certificate in School Administration from Western Carolina University.  
  
 In regards to his new position, Queen is excited to be working at the elementary level. He 
believes “if we positively build a child’s academic foundation, it sets their course for the rest of 
their educational career.”  
 
 Mr. Queen enjoys spending time with his wife, Lauren, and their daughter Amelia.  
 

 
THE SCHOOL OF INQUIRY AND LIFE SCIENCES AT ASHEVILLE  

 
Ms. Nicole Cush has been named the new Principal of the School of Inquiry and Life Sciences at 
Asheville.  
  
She comes to our district from Green Hope High School in Wake County, North Carolina.  As an 
Assistant Principal, she implemented behavior-based leadership development opportunities and 
created out-of-the-box systems of support for struggling students.  Additionally, Ms. Cush 
coordinated and implemented curricular programming for the Science, Media/Technology, 
Facilities, Arts and Career & Technical Education Departments.  
 
Cush has too been tapped for her tech-savvy knowledge and is considered an expert at serving a 
diverse demographic with outstanding relationship building know how.  
 
“I’m not afraid to learn from my students,” explained Cush.  “My mindset is rooted in building 
relationships and having clear and open communication.  I’m committed to building leadership 
capacity within our students and staff.  It all starts with a push for true, authentic mentorships.”  
 
With six years in school administration, Cush also served as the Assistant Principal of Southeast 
Raleigh Magnet High School and was a full-time Principal Intern during the 2012-2013 school 
year.  
 
Additionally, Cush has a solid background in equity training, leadership development, 
recruitment, retention and mediation and is looking forward to utilizing her expertise to continue 
to move SILSA forward.  
 



“Equity is not just a box I check. It’s something that has run through my blood since I was born,” 
said Cush.  “I’m not afraid to have uncomfortable conversations, especially if the result makes 
the community better for our students.”  
 
Before beginning her administrative roles, Cush was an English Language Arts and Broadcasting 
teacher for 18 years.  She earned a bachelor’s degree in English with a minor in Film and 
Television/Video Production from Montclair State University as well as her master’s degree in 
Visual Arts from Rutgers University Mason Gross School of the Arts.  She received her Master 
of School Administration from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
 
 Cush is excited about this new opportunity and is dedicated to “getting the word out about the 
phenomenal accomplishments SILSA students are earning both in and out of the classroom.”  
 
 Outside of school, she enjoys spending time with her husband, Don, and their daughter, Kyrie, 
who just graduated from the North Carolina School of the Arts.  
 
“We are excited about Ms. Cush’s leadership in Asheville City Schools,” said Superintendent  
Dr. Denise Patterson.  “She will be a great asset with her diverse educational and administrative 
learning experiences.”  
 

 
 
These assignments were approved by the Asheville City Board of Education during today’s 
regular meeting.  Mr. Queen and Ms. Cush will begin their new roles on Wednesday, August 1st.  
 


